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The Process of Assisting General Guo Huaruo in Revising
Modern Translation of The Art of War :Preface

WU Rusong
(Academy of Military Sciences ,Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract ; General Guo Huaruo is an outstanding military theorist and expert in the study of The Art
of War in China, and Modern Translation of The Art of War is one of his representative academic
works. In 1973, General Guo Huaruo started to revise Modern Translation of The Art of War and its
preface, Wu Rusong and other two experts were appointed by the organization to assist in completing
this work,and the revised version of the book was published in 1977. Mr. Wu Rusong affectionately re-
called his participation in the revision work from the beginning to the end and his daily communication
with General Guo Huaruo, and introduced General Guo’s insights on the origin of the Sun Wu’s sur-
name and his hometown,as well as the issues of “the modernization of ancient people” and “critical as-
similation” in the study of The Art of War,which not only helps to understand and inherit the spirits of
seeking the truth and pragmatism from previous scholars,but also promotes the creative transformation
and innovative development of the study of The Art of War.

Keywords: Guo Huaruo; Modern Translation of The Art of War: Preface; The Art of War; the

hometown of Sun Tzu;critical absorption
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