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The First Annotation of The Art of War in the Ming Dynasty
—Features and Achievements of Liu Yin’s Direct Inter pretation

of the Wu Jing « Direct Interpretation of The Art of War

LIANG Juanjuan
(Research Institute of Sun Tzu ,Binzhou University , Binzhou 256603 ,China)

Abstract: The military thought of the Ming Dynasty was extremely rich and had many new com-
ments on The Art of War. Liu Yin’s Direct Interpretation of the Wu Jing * Direct Interpretation of
The Art of War is one of the representative works. Although it paid equal attention to the annotation
and collation and utilized the annotation of Cao Cao,Du Mu and Zhang Yu and the manuscript of Zhang
Ben at the end of the Yuan Dynasty, it didn’t just echo the views of others and had its own unique
thoughts. The annotation had obvious Confucian elements without any distortion. It paid attention to the
deep meaning of Sun Tzu’s thoughts,had many new comments and made good use of historical war ex-
amples to make illustration. In collation aspect,it made great achievements,not only correcting the errors
in the current version with reference to the old version,but also adjusting and revising the missing slips
of The Art of War. Its language was easy to understand and the theoretical level was very high, which
occupied an important position in the history of military science in the Ming Dynasty.

Keywords: Liu Yin; Direct Interpretation of the Wu Jing ; Direct Interpretation of The Art of

War ;military science in the Ming Dynasty;the Confucian school
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