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Translation and Introduction of The Art of War in Russian World ;

Origin, Evolution and Prospect

GUO Jia-he
(A Certain Unit of the PLA ,Shenyang 110000,China)

Abstract: As the ancestor of military classics for hundreds of generations, The Art of War symboli-
zes the peak of wisdom and strategy of ancient Chinese military thoughts, contains the positive core of
Chinese excellent traditional culture,and has been the focus of Russian military strategists and sinolo-
gists since ancient times. From the dissemination of Sun Tzu’s theory in Russia in the 9™ century to the
publication of Leondiyev’s book of Chinese Thoughts in 1772 ,that is, the first Russian translation of The
Art of War,to the publication of Conrad’s book of Sun Tzu’s Art of War « Translation and Study in
1950, that is,the first Chinese-Russian full-text translation of The Art of War ,and finally to the explo-
sive output of network resources such as e-books.audio books,online corpora and special websites in the
information age,the translation and introduction of The Art of War has experienced four periods, that
is, the early brief dissemination period, modern key translation and introduction period,contemporary de-
tailed translation and annotation period and the integration period of translation and research in the 21st
century. The translation and introduction activities generally show such characteristics as different trans-
lation in complexity and simplicity, numerous languages of original text, different types of subjects, dis-
tinct national characteristics of translators, multiple orientations of strategies, changing carriers with
time and gradual tendency to application fields.

Keywords: The Art of War; Russian; Sinology; translation; cultural dissemination; cross-cultural

communication
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