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Gu Futang: the Pioneer of the Interpretation of The Art of War
with New Concepts in the 20™ Century

SHAO Qing
(School o f Political Science s National De fense University , Shanghai 200433 ,China)

Abstract: After the Opium War, the entry and dissemination of Western military science is an inevi-
table result of the opening up and passive transformation of modern China. In the face of the overwhelm-
ing influx of Western military science,how to deal with the academic relationship between Western mili-
tary science and China’s original military science,represented by The Art of War,is an important ques-
tion that needs to be answered by modern pioneers. This not only involves the attitude towards The Art
of War ,but also reflects the attitude towards traditional culture, whether it is a comprehensive inherit-
ance or a critical inheritance, whether it is a comprehensive Westernization or a self-centered initiative.
This is not only a simple academic issue,but also a major issue related to the path and direction. Gu Fu-
tang is the first person in the 20" century to interpret The Art of War with new ideas,perspectives and
methods. He explores the combination of ancient military techniques and contemporary military tech-
niques, self breakthrough and academic self confidence,Chinese “noumeno of military science” and West-
ern “function of military science”,“complete respect to the Six Classics” and “using the thought and wis-
dom in the Six Classics to interpret our own life” and “stress on the present” in the content and “learning
from the past” in the form.,and provides an unprecedented research paradigm for the interpretation of
The Art of War ,not only opening a new phase for the development of Sun Tzu’s military science in the
20™ century,but also making a positive exploration for resuming the confidence in the excellent tradition-
al Chinese culture.

Keywords: The Art of War ; Gu Futang:academic confidence;military academy;traditional culture

(wHERE . HF )



