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The Profound Connotation, Eternal Value and Inspirational Significance
of Sun Tzu’s Thought on “Tao of Deceit”

ZHANG Youfeng
(School o f Marxism ,Wei fang University of Science and Technology ,»Shouguang 262700,China)

Abstract; The idea that “using troops to fight is a fickle technique that requires the use of various
methods to deceive and confuse the enemy” reveals the deceitful changes in the war and has eternal guid-
ing value. It is the most direct and concrete revelation of the essential attributes of the war,and it is also
a revolution in the concept of the war. The core of “Tao of deceit” emphasizes cleverly concealing self
true intentions, creating illusions to deceive, confuse, mislead and manipulate the enemy, making them
make wrong decisions and leading to the path of failure so as to win the maximum victory with the mini-
mum cost. It inspires us to change the enemy’s predetermined combat plan and direction in contemporary
warfare,luring them to fight according to our superior tactics. It is possible to use the strategy of concea-
ling the truth and showing the false form to achieve the goal of misleading and manipulating the enemy.
The prerequisite for implementing the deception is intelligence and strength,otherwise the deception will
come to nothing.

Keywords: The Art of War;Tao of deceit;stage;twelve ways of the Tao of deceit;strategy;tactics
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