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Time Changes and Theory:A Study of The Art of War before

and after the Comprehensive Anti-Japanese War

FU Yefei
(War Research Institute ,Academy of Military Sciences ,Beijing 100091 ,China)

Abstract; Since the transition of traditional Chinese military science to modern military science, the
research on The Art of War has been constantly exploring. Before the outbreak of the comprehensive
Anti-Japanese War in 1937, with the increasingly tense situation of Sino-Japanese relations and under the
stimulation of the severe situation,the people of that time began to draw resources from classical Chinese
military science represented by The Art of War and construct modern military theory of China. In the
current situation that the enemy is strong, the people adopt a reverse thinking approach to creatively

9

transform the idea of “pursuing speed in military operations” in The Art of War ,focusing on elucidating
its opposite, that is, “delaying for a long time will make soldiers tired and their morale damaged”, and
thus proposing the idea of protracted war. Among them,Mao Zedong’s “On Protracted War” is an out-
standing representative. In summary,the practice of the comprehensive Anti-Japanese War injected fresh
vitality into The Art of War ,reflecting its unique historical value. This directly promoted the revival of
research on The Art of War during this period,reflecting the role of the changing times in giving birth to
modern military theory of China.

Keywords : Anti-Japanese War; The Art of War ;military theory;military thought;traditional Chinese

military science;discourse system
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