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Military Thought and Practice of Murong Chui of Later Yan

during the Sixteen Kingdoms Period
CHENG Guoyu'?
(1. School of History and Politics ,Guizhou Normal University ,Guiyang 550025 ,China;
2. Center for Historical and Cultural Studies of Countries along the Belt and Road ,
Guizhou Normal University ,Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract: Murong Chui was an outstanding military strategist of Xianbei in ancient China,who expe-
rienced three regimes in his life,including the Former Yan,the Former Qin and the Later Yan,and par-
ticipated in great number of military activities. His military thoughts included waiting for the time to act,
going for the opportunity to speed up,combination of Qi and Zheng,victory with surprise attack as well
as the combination of the real and the virtual and using different combat strategies to achieve victory
based on changes of the enemy’s situation,which was pragmatism characterized by emphasizing practice
over theory. During the Battle of Taibi,the march route of Later Yan was divided into two roads of Fuk-
ou Xing and Taihang Xing,which were important examples of Murong Chui’s military thoughts.

Keywords: Murong Chui;the Later Yan;the Battle of Taibi;military thought; military practice; The
Art of War (HERE.HF 4
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