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Further explanation of the meaning of the chapter title of Military Contention .
a discussion on the relationship between the chapter titles

and their contents in The Art of War
ZHANG Nie
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology .
Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: The Chapter of Military Contention in The Art of War initially expounds on the tactical
principles of seizing the initiative and gaining the upper hand on the battlefield, and later extends to other
issues that should be emphasized for achieving victory. Throughout history, there have been two main
interpretations of its theme: “contending for victory (contending for advantage)” and “contending for an
initiative”. Considering the content characteristic of The Art of War, where each of the thirteen chapters
elaborates on a specific issue, the latter interpretation is more appropriate. “Contending for victory
(contending for advantage)” represents the fundamental philosophy of the entire works; and it fails to
grasp its essence if using it as the theme of a single chapter. This type of chapter title, which only
summarizes the initial part of the chapter and fails to encompass the entire content, is commonly found
in the works of the early Warring States Period, reflecting the characteristics of the quotation-style and
fragment-style writing. This phenomenon is also caused by the extensibility (fluidity) of content
inherent to works compiled by academic schools of thought.
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