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“The sage of stratagems who never commands troops”

a new exploration into Zhang Liang’s military practice and role orientation
ZHOU Erxiang', CHEN Lin*
(1. Department of History, Shanghai University , Shanghai 200444, China;
2. School of Marzxism, Wenzhou University of Technology, Wenzhou 325000, China)
Abstract: Zhang Liang, the most pivotal strategist during the transition from the Warring States
Period to the Qin and Han dynasties, was able to seamlessly integrate the virtual and the real, repeatedly
devise ingenious stratagems and secure decisive victories thousands of miles away, and his achievements
was largely attributable to his adept application of military scholarly knowledge. A synthesis of the
compilation dates of various military classics, Zhang Liang’s family background and historical records
reveals that Zhang Liang’ s military knowledge was derived from the quintessence of ancient texts
including The Art of War, The Three Strategies and The Six Secret Teachings. Strategies such as
“securing victory in imperceptible forms”, “appointing worthy talents to subdue enemies” and “the art of
attaining military victory” were put into practical application during his assistance to Liu Bang in
entering the Guanzhong region, eliminating the Chu regime and ultimately stabilizing the state and securing
the dynasty. The fact that Zhang Liang “never specifically commanded troops in person” was not merely
due to his “chronic poor health”, but rather the combined outcome of the strategic demands of Liu Bang’
s faction and his own personal traits. Zhang Liang’s reputation as the “sage of stratagems” stemmed not
only from his extraordinary military wisdom, but also from his role as a “King’s mentor” who integrated
military stratagems, political morality and dynastic ethics. His choice of “not commanding troops in
person” is precisely a manifestation of his core strategic value and profound political wisdom.
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