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New verification of ancient classics: an analysis of discourses on
“Japan’s inevitable defeat demonstrated through the art of war”

during the war of resistance against Japanese aggression

GAO Jiakang
(School of Marxism, Wuxi City College of Vocational Technology, Wuxi 214153, China)

Abstract: After the full-scale outbreak of the war of resistance against Japanese aggression in 1937,
people from all walks of life in Chinese society were deeply worried about the prospect of the war.
Against this backdrop., Chinese intellectuals focused on constructing the theoretical foundation for the
war of resistance and the conviction of inevitable victory at the cultural level, and actively sought spiritual
weapons and theoretical support from traditional culture. As the culmination of ancient Chinese military
thought, The Art of War became a critical theoretical resource for the “cultural war of resistance”.
During this period, a large number of discourses related to “demonstrating Japan’s inevitable defeat
through The Art of War” emerged. These contents systematically proved the inevitability of “Japan’s
inevitable defeat” by reviewing China’s strategies against the enemy in the early stage of the war of
resistance, analyzing the Japanese army’s aggression strategy in China and forecasting the future trend
of the war. By activating the classical wisdom of The Art of War, China established its moral and
intellectual superiority amid its military disadvantage in the early stage of the full-scale war of resistance.
This superiority not only greatly boosted the military and civilian confidence in the inevitable victory of
the resistance, but also highlighted the unique value and far-reaching significance of traditional Chinese
military thought in modern warfare. It provided indispensable ideological support for the final victory of
the war of resistance against Japanese aggression, and became a vital component of the cultural war of
resistance.

Keywords: the war of resistance against Japanese aggression; The Art of War; the theory of Japan’s

inevitable defeat; cultural war of resistance; modern warfare
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