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Re-explanation of intelligence thought in A Dialogue

between Tang Taizong and Li Jing

WANG Lin
(School of National Security, Northwest University of Political Science and Law,
Xi’an 710063, China)

Abstract: As the representative military work in ancient China, A Dialogue between Tang Taizong
and Li Jing (hereinafter referred to as “Dialogue”) contains rich intelligence thoughts. This paper
analyzes the articles related to intelligence thoughts in Dialogue, and makes a comparative study of them
with those in The Art of War. It can be found that the intelligence thought in Dialogue inherits,
innovates and develops the intelligence thought in The Art of War. It further reveals the inner relationship
between Qi and Zheng, the virtual and the real, troop division and concentration, as well as Yin and
Yang. It attaches greater importance to knowing oneself in the well-known principle of knowing the
enemy and knowing oneself. It adopts a dialectical perspective on the use of espionage, expands the
channels for intelligence collection, and innovates the research methodology for intelligence thought that
integrates historical facts with theoretical discussions. .
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