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The four dimensions of the methodology of

“subduing the enemy without fighting” in modern warfare

ZHOU Jiacheng
(School of Marxism, Kashi University, Kashi 844000, China)

Abstract: “Subduing the enemy without fighting” is by no means a negation of war-fighting capability.

Instead, it is a methodology of comprehensive victory that, grounded in military strength, achieves
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strategic objectives with lower intensity and at smaller cost through the integrated shaping of strategic
cognition, international rules and alliance structures. In the context of modern warfare under informational
and intelligent conditions, the boundaries of wars have been thoroughly broken down. Warfare is no
longer confined to traditional military confrontations but manifests in a composite form encompassing
economic blockades, technological monopolies, information warfare, public opinion campaigns and
diplomatic isolation. The main battlefield of modern warfare is shifting from the smoke-filled physical
domain to a “comprehensive arena of non-kinetic contest”, where non-military domains, such as economy,
technology, public opinion and diplomacy, have become the core dimensions that determine the outcome
of war.

Keywords: The Art of War; subduing the enemy without fighting; economy; technology; public
opinion; diplomacy
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