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The Evolution Route from “Rites” to “Power” of Pre-Qin Military Science
—From Sima Rangju’s Art of War to The Art of War

MA Shuo
(Research Institute of History and Sun Yat-sen ,Guangdong Academy of Social Sciences ,
Guangzhou 510635,China)

Abstract: The flourishing period of Chinese rites and music culture is also the period in which rites
are fully displayed in military law. Based on military management, Sima Rangju’s Art of War lays the
foundation for the development of Chinese military science. Sima Rangju’s Art of War is a model of the
application of rites and music civilization in the military field,but with the change of the times of “the
collapse of rites and music”,Sima Rangju’s Art of War is more and more unsuitable for frequent wars
from the middle and late Spring and Autumn period to the Warring States period. The Art of War .repre-
senting the art of military practice,has become an outstanding example of “power” change in guiding the
victory of war. From Sima Rangju’s Art of War to The Art of War ,the change from Tao to art of pre-
Qin military science is reflected, which has an important impact on the development of China’s military
science for later generations.
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