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Transformation of Antitrust Enforcement Policies

of American Air Passenger Transport and Its Enlightenment

—Comment on the “Northeast Alliance” Aviation Joint Venture Case in the United States

CHEN Shiqi'**
(1. International Shipping Law School ,East China University of Political Science and Law ,
Shanghai 200042 ,China;
2. Legal and Compliance Department , China Eastern Airlines Corporation Limited ,
Shanghai 201202 ,China)

Abstract:In 2020, American Airlines and JetBlue Airways signed a joint venture agreement to estab-
lish the “Northeast Alliance”. However,after passing the anti-monopoly “pre-review” system,they were
sued and ordered by US court to prohibit the joint venture. This is the first time since the relaxation of
regulations on airlines in 1978 that US court has banned aviation alliances and refused to accept any con-
ditions for remedial measures. The shift in anti-monopoly enforcement policies for US air passenger
transport will directly have a significant impact on the participation of air carriers from various countries
in international competition. If the anti-monopoly policies and competitive analysis approach of the era of
airline deregulation continue, Chinese airlines may not only face frequent setbacks in the international
market,but also gradually weaken their existing competitive advantages due to domestic policy con-
straints.
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