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The humanistic narrative dilemma in Chinese air force films

under technological enchantment
LYU Runyu
(Faculty of Humanities , Kunming University, Kunming 650000, China)

Abstract: As a composite text of national ideology and technological aesthetics, Chinese air force
films have always sought a balance between technological worship and humanistic narrative, collectivism
and individual value and have accomplished symbolic suturing of ideological contradictions with the sacrifice
of romanticization of narratives, the buffering strategy of genre hybridization and the nationalization of
family ethics, but they are unable to resolve the modern dilemma of technological alienation. The new
generation of air force films has been attempting to explore the humanistic breakthrough of technological
narratives through collectivist “fulfillment aesthetics”, inter-generational dialogue and gender subtexts,
demonstrating the unique response of Chinese culture to the hegemony of instrumental rationality. This
dialectical process not only reflects cultural anxiety in Chinese modernization process, but also provides
the Eastern experience for the value reconstruction in the technological era.

Keywords: air force films; technological enchantment; humanistic narrative; technological rationality;
film aesthetics
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