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On the image shaping of female pilots in new Chinese films
—A case study of The Female Pilot and Escort

DONG Sicheng
(School o f Humanities , Kunming University , Kunming 650000, China)

Abstract; The Female Pilot (1966) and Escort (2019, part of My Motherland and Me) are rare
examples in new Chinese films that focus on telling the growth stories of female pilots. Through the
analysis and comparison of the portrayal of female pilots in the two films, combined with historical
research and semiotics theory, it can be seen that the image of female pilots in new Chinese films has
undergone a spiritual inheritance and image transformation from revolutionary collectivist heroines to the
unity of individual value and national honor. This unity of inheritance and evolution reflects the process
of Chinese women’s subjectivity, reveals the interactive relationship between film and national discourse
and provides experience for Chinese films on how to tell Chinese stories well.

Keywords: The Female Pilot; Escort; image shaping; social gender; national discourse
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