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Military wisdom and revolutionary practice. the cultural profundity

and epochal value of Mao Zedong’s military thought

LI Xiaofei', LIU Jifa®
(1. School of Marxism » Weinan Normal University, Weinan 714099, China;
2. School of Marxism, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong’ s military thought is an important component of Mao Zedong Thought,
which is in line with the ancient Chinese military thought originating from The Art of War. This article
takes the development process of Mao Zedong’s military thought as the main line, combines the core
concepts of The Art of War, and systematically sorts out the cultural origins and innovative development of
Mao Zedong’s military thought from three dimensions: military power, people-orientation and military
strategy. Research indicates that the military construction concepts of “political power comes from the
barrel of a gun” and “the Party commands the gun” are deeply influenced by the military power ideology
in The Art of War; the people-oriented concept in the construction of the people’s army reflects the
inheritance and development of the idea of “being the lifeblood of the people” in The Art of War; and
strategic practices such as “protracted war” and “surrounding the cities from the countryside” creatively
implement the military principles of The Art of War. By deeply exploring the convergence between Mao
Zedong’ s military thought and The Art of War, this article further reveals the historical logic and
practical path of the integration of Chinese traditional culture and Marxism, providing reference and
inspiration for the innovation and development of the theory of socialism with Chinese characteristics in
the new era.

Keywords: the art of war; Mao Zedong’s military thought; revolutionary war practice; theoretical

origins; sinicization of Marxism
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