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A study on the text of The Six Arts of War

ZHANG Shen
(Department of Chinese and Media » Bozhou University, Bozhou 236800, China)

Abstract: The six-volume edition of The Six Arts of War that has been in use since the Song and
Ming dynasties was finalized during the Yuanfeng Period of the Northern Song Dynasty when The Seven
Military Classics was compiled, consisting of sixty articles. In addition to the systematic edition of The
Seven Military Classics » there are also various versions of The Six Arts of War, such as the Han bamboo
slip version and the Tang Dunhuang manuscript version, whose titles and texts often differ from the
current edition. Classics Catalogue of Sui Book, Classics Catalogue of Old Tang Book and Literary
Works Catalogue of New Tang Book all record various editions of the books written by Jiang Taigong,
yet in General Examination o f Literature, only The Six Arts of War is recorded. Due to the fact that
texts from The Six Arts of War quoted in books such as Selected Literary Works, Essential Works o f
Various Books and Imperial Collection of the Taiping Era often differ from the current edition, it is
inferred that ancient editions of The Six Arts of War still existed in the early Song Dynasty. Furthermore,
the current edition of The Six Arts of War often intersects with the historical materials from the
pre-Qin and Han dynasties, especially with other military books from the pre-Qin period such as We: Liao
Tzu. By specifically sorting out and analyzing these intersecting texts, it can be confirmed that The Six
Arts of War is not a forgery and its compilation era can also be deduced.

Keywords: The Six Arts of War; version; intersect; The Seven Military Classics ; General Examination

of Literature; Essential Works of Various Books; Imperial Collection of the Taiping Era
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