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Exploration of the profound meaning of Sun Tzu’s “selecting the right people

and capitalizing on favorable situations”
QI Zegiang
(PLA Army Academy of Artillery and Air Defense, Zhengzhou 450002, China)

Abstract: Regarding “selecting the right people and capitalizing on favorable situations”, the basic
interpretation of “abandoning people and capitalizing on situations” has been formed through an analysis
of the contradictions between Sun Tzu’s original text and traditional interpretations. By following the
thinking approach of relying on objects to clarify principles and the self-evident method of citing the
original text, the ideological principle of “abandoning personal desires and conforming to the preferences
of the masses” has been clarified, which reveals that the meaning of “selecting the right people and capi-
talizing on favorable situations” is that the generals should abandon the secular emotions and nature of
individuals at all levels and types, conform to the mass sentiment of people’s following the crowd and
pursuing life and capitalize on the extreme battlefield environment to stimulate the formation of a battlefield
situation and momentum where the army is not afraid of sacrifice and bravely fights enemies. Based on
the objective reality of the social background and cultural origins of the Spring and Autumn Period, the
historical logic of “social inevitability and cultural necessity” has been explored.

Keywords: The Art of War; select people; capitalize on situations; putting the troops in a dangerous
situation to stimulate their fighting ability; herd mentality
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