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The disenchantment of wars in the Spring and Autumn Period

and the rise of rational decision

—TFocusing on the phase changes of divination in Zuo Zhuan

MEI Han
(Research Institute of Sun Tzu, Shandong University of Aeronautics, Binzhou 256603, China)

Abstract: During the Spring and Autumn Period, people relied on divination to make decisions on
wars. The six war divination recorded in Zuo Zhuan can be divided into two stages: “divine power greater
than human power” and “human power greater than divine power”. From the three divination of the Qin
attacking Jin, the battle among Jin, Chu and Zheng and the battle between Jin and Chu at Yanling, it
can be seen that divination can accurately predict the direction of war and the situation on the battlefield,
reflecting the importance of divine power. From another three divination of the rebellion of Nan Kuai.,
the battle between Chu and Chen and the battle between Ba and Chu, it can be seen that divination was
gradually used by monarchs and commanders to achieve their goals and there were even instances of
multiple divination, reflecting the growing importance of human power. With the increase in the
frequency of wars, the military strategy system of the pre-Qin period has been continuously improved.
Most wars can be explained by military strategies, and people’s decision-making and understanding of
war are increasingly detached from mystery and rely on rationality.
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