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Cultivation promotion and game theory: the development and disorder
of land reclamation in the coastal areas of Shandong province

during the Guangxu period of the Qing Dynasty

LI Renjie, PAN Chunhui
(College of History and Culture, Northwest Normal University ., Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: During the Guangxu period, agriculture declined in the inland areas of Shandong
province, and land reclamation gradually shifted to some coastal areas of Qingzhou, Dengzhou, Laizhou
and Wuding Prefecture. Due to the relatively harsh natural conditions in coastal areas, the people are
unable to afford large-scale land development. Overall, land reclamation is carried out with the support
of the government. In order to promote land reclamation, the government has taken measures such as
advising, reducing taxes and rents, establishing dedicated reclamation agencies, flexible rewarding for
reclamation officials, etc. , which have achieved certain results. However, in the process of promoting
land reclamation, the government was unable to handle issues such as land ownership and rent
resistance, resulting in severe social unrest at the grassroots level, and land reclamation ultimately
became a flash in the pan. The deviation between the government’s reclamation measures and actual
implementation, as well as the resulting imbalance of land interests, were the key to its failure.
Exploring the process and impact of land reclamation in the coastal areas of Shandong province has
certain historical reference significance for agricultural development in special coastal areas in the future.

Keywords: late Qing Dynasty; Shandong province; coastal areas; land reclamation; the game between

the government and civilians
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