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Corpus-based study on the German translation

of military science terms in The Art of War

A case study of Library of Chinese Classics’ and Volker Klépsch’s version

XU Wenjuan, ZHANG Hua’nan
(Institute o f Germanic Studies , Dalian University of Foreign Languages, Dalian 116000, China)

Abstract: The Art of War is the oldest and most complete existing military works in China, in
which military science terms symbolize the Chinese military wisdom and influence the world’s strategic
philosophies. The German translation and introduction of The Art of War has a history of more than
110 years and presents an increasingly prosperous scene. Based on the corpus, this paper adopts a
combination of qualitative and quantitative research methods to study the translation styles and analyze
the causes of the differences of translation styles of military science terms in the version of The Art of
War (Chinese—Deutsch) of Library of Chinese Classics and Volker kl§psch’s version from the aspects of
lexical richness, lexical density and translation strategies so as to promote the further development of
German translation of military science terms and provide some reference and reflection for the current
translation of Chinese classics.

Keywords: The Art of War; German; corpus; military science terms; translation styles
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