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oo m e R WP TN L L B DL — AL A
PR HOCH AT N SC- AN Z . 2T
JE VA5 A PEAS B9 AR AL M CFR R [0) 80, 30 s &
Jo R 0 PR R A A TR RIS RS .

3. bR % i T 725 00 Bl DR 4 3R 4y Br - ik i)

JASC AR AN N Z 1. (B D

FE S BXOPAR A A5 R FK R 1 22 B (B 7 HE2)
W NN P

PEIC

(1)an autumn hair

Lionel Giles ¥

Roger Ames ¥
Michael Nylan
Samuel Griffith ¥
=R BEE

Minford %

(2)an autumn hair

(3)an autumn hair

(4)an autumn down

(5)an autumn down

(6)autumn fur

(7)autumn fluff Clements B¢

BRI e i) HiL ) (FE 26 B0 5 “ Fk 227 e PR 2R
the fine down of birds in autumn, %5& B X
KB KVEAR ., T RIBBZE”, K PFEATIE /U
oV A Sk R E L CBKOR T — TR R B =T Y
¥k A WA, Lionel Giles, Roger Ames 5
Nylan ¥ Fi hair, Griffith 5 & + #£ i down,
Minford A fur. i Clements F§ fluff, PUFpds g

« 7 .



A 25 2 B 2 4l

A2

BREMWERZ Y, vl 8 52 205 B R 1) e iF 1A
Z R4

(8)a strand of animal hair in autumn (animal
hair is very fine and light in autumn) @ ——#k 1§
THPE

(9a bird’s feather & F&

(10)a very light hair

(11Da hair

T =R SC R BR TR R T X, R
CEETVIYA S REE R AT R R R R, W
I 78 LR B b e ) R 0 AT DR A 52 e A
I A AS SCHY o T SCR) ) 25 . 4n ke plE R e
FE” AU AR B R i . S Bk
iR AL AL PR — Y,

(12) (lifting) an autumn hare(Z$%H 1) —

Tk BRI
BRI

Thomas Cleary 1%

Ralph Sawyer i

A BB Y& . Ralph Sawyer [ SC A2
PR G217 BRWRE AN I 7 (A
PRAAS [F) b DX S~ b AP ) . REE A E R
Z LR REIRIFET iRy iR X5 BT L
cow () M AE crow () L -F-an H — i, & &
3!

4. Ve & T 1L FR R A8 5 B

JELSC < B R) - TR B TR R R 2 T 27 H
“HERF T L T B2 7 (KU B )

TSR]« I A A2 AR 22 . 1T ™ 3 Hb 1)
HiE 12 S XA B WE 77 [l 28 10 - A < BURL N T
O Z2 WA RS e 18 [ R A 8 8l Wy MR
MLwazh] T 7

PEIC:

(1) If asked how to cope with a great host
of the enemy in orderly array and on the point of
marching to the attack,I should say: “Begin by
seizing something which your opponent holds

dear; then he will be amenable to your

will. ” Lionel Giles %
(2)If you ask me how you might prepare
for the arrival of a well-organised enemy army,I

would say: first seize that which he loves, then

he will listen. Clements 1%

(3)If I dare ask,if the enemy is numerous,
disciplined, and about to advance, how should
we response to them? I would say, first seize

something that they love for then they will

listen to you. Ralph Sawyer ¥

(4) If someone asks: “How shall we deal
with an enemy army that is coming in large
numbers and in close ranks?” The answer is:
“First of all, wrest from him what he cherishes
most and he will have to comply with your
wishes. ”— gk BRI

(5) Suppose I am asked: If the enemy, in
great numbers and with strict disciplined in the
ranks.,is about to advance on us,how do we deal
with him? I would reply: If you get ahead of
him to seize something he cannot afford to lose,
he will do your bidding. ——Roger Ames ¥

(6) Supposed someone posed the question:
“How should we prepare for an enemy fortified
with great numbers and with strict discipline,
who is about to advance on us?”1 would reply,
“If you seize whatever he values most,before he
can prevent you from doing so,you will have his
ear. ”——Michael Nylan

(7)Should one ask: “How do I cope with a
well-ordered enemy host about to attack me?” 1

reply: “Seize something he cherishes and he will

conform to your desires.” Samuel Griffith
i%

(8)Should one ask: “How do I cope with a
well-ordered enemy host about to attack me?” 1
reply: “seize something he cherishes and he will
conform to your desires. ”— % T fE ¥

LI EREMI A% A T If. Supposed. Should %%
R TR A AR R A 3 ask — 3] B R R SC B < B )
FfAdE ) How B35 Jit SC Iy “ & 4a) 7 45 & DL 15 15 1)
Fk T 20 [A) i oE B b i e SC . Horb, Lionel
Giles 55 Clements 347 1 FH 5 SC Y BE 9] 71 2 =X
iR T Bk i 7 I 2 Xl B SR s A i AR
P B O BEAR A B9 AR B 53, Griffith 305

O FROBEH SR SCA I A PRI T 52 L Lt T R Sl 1l 2 2 A ) 3 R
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(9)To the question

“How should we confront

Numerous and well arrayed,

Poised to attack?”

My reply is

“Seize something

He cherishes

And he will do your will. ”——Minford %

(10) To the question, “What shall we do if a
large and well-organized army marches against
us?” the answer is: “Seize whatever the enemy
prizes most and he will do what you wish him to
do. 7RG TR

PA b R AS 9 305 I SCA BT AN ) 2 L
To the question IF“H{ 0] 7, Minford =& F %€ [a] id]
How , M A& 25 0 i A What shall we do ##%JR
SCHY AR

(11)Tt may be asked, “If the enemy comes
to attack you with a large and well-ordered
army,how do you deal with it?”

The answer is., “Seize what he cherishes
and he will conform to your desires. ”——% &
B 5

(12) It may be asked, when a large, well-
organised opponent is about to come to you,how
do you deal with it? The answer is that you first

take away what they like, and then they will

listen to you. Thomas Cleary 1%

B AR B S AN R SO AN A TR At —
b33 SC i B[R] Oy =X, Al 4R fdE ] Tt may be asked
X — B X T2 15wk Bl A OB PR BR T B X R
SCAN [A] 1 B i 55 8 S

(Z )RR TR FTHET

B T LA im 2R 4] 2 b (PN T R iR ) I AT SC
HEZ A 225 . FEFTRSE R+ A A, +—
ASHR SR BSCHES , Ml Minford (4933 SC SR FH T
17HES .

8 P £ Dy N S R Sl AR € Wl 1< 8
ARA[ARZEW ., B ) (FRT %W, % H5 R
2K v 45 )

BESC PN T UL i A R R B
By 4 28 B R A 12, & A ] LA A BB 5T
iyt

PEIC

(1)Sun Tzu said: The art of war is of vital
importance to the State.

It is a matter of life and death.a road either
to safety or to ruin. Hence it is a subject of
inquiry that can on no account be neglected. ——
Lionel Giles 5

(2) War is a matter of vital importance to
the State;the province of life or death;the road
to survival or ruin. It is mandatory that it be
Samuel Griffith %

(3)War is a vital matter of state. It is the

thoroughly studied.

field on which life or death is determined and

the road that leads to either survival or ruin,and

must be examined with the greatest care.
Roger Ames ¥

(4)ARMS ARE A VITAL MATTER FOR
THE ruling house, says Master Sun. As the
arena of life and death,as the path to survival or
ruin, this subject merits due reflection. —
Michael Nylan ¥

DA B P SCH8 R TE AT SCHES  Hoh B AN [
i /& Michael Nylan J§ 1 47 4] CRif & 4> B8] 4>
KRE i TR R 2 &

(5)Master Sun said:

War is

A grave affair of state;

It is a place

Of life and death,

A road

To survival and extinction,

A matter

To be pondered carefully. ——Minford %

XA 417 HESY) J7 2. 5 David Hawks T %
(LT B4 ) (The Story of the Stone) #f 43 i3 ia) 1Y
HEZ Jr AR .

JESC s — RPF R P A E . &
TR 2% RAE XUE L R A B RN R L PR R A R
e, (o HE =w)
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PEIC:
She had.,moreover,
eyes like a painted phoenix,
eyebrows like willow-eaves,
a slender form.,
seductive grace;
the ever-smiling summer face
of hidden thunders showed no trace;
the ever-bubbling laughter started
almost before the lips were parted.
X — e85 A A 32 SCEE A 0 I RO, 24K
FEAR M 2 5 W A DURS R0 . TR RCLL AR ) L
PR T D SO IR 4 o I FE (P T AR ik )i A 2
3CI L, FJE 4% . Xk, Minford 78 H %
AP PN IR RS T BB A
SCHRS AE T A AR TR O, 3Rk
BESCR 53 AT DUR R SO 20 e oot
MLL 0 st A8 33 S 52 401 1Y A 152 5 0, AT LU
B AN TR 1 33 S0 5 B0 O RS A TR Rl 2
Minford 3 3CHEF & A 1) T I SCHY B 3 M & 4%

L EIEPEHEEIMENET
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SR EEREWNER FB. (I 7 3k)
AL S — B 45 S L R b [ A g S il

S E k-

RS o AR SCLARHIE 5 A 22 BILe O JE Ak, LCAD
FE)+ TIEA TR SO IR R LR SR B
ORI RS e I T e R oS G A ST
Hh A LR I 1) 5 — A R R 9 IR O U T T AR
JEAS MR A BT I A BT R U ) B R
AE 4 25 Bl 0 0 IR A T A R S (EDBR 44 2 FLIER
WAL 2 ol 2 A B A SR A SR I IR
BUF I A REME — A8, N8 N B 58 1.
ZEFAN LA R B2, o
B L B R IR DR AT SO SO R 8L 3L
TP IEECR B R AT RE R BRIUARE B B b
W o el O B2 DR R 4 %8 2R SCE BT (intent) 53X
T SR B T A 1A

T AU T AR R B LR AR Y R
NZ—RPINFEHEER . MR AN RFFHELE G
Tt GEO BB HEEHE BN CGERR S X
PR D A A b EEE L B R A B AR
WRE R RIB A R,

DR s i BIR AT A 1 22 ML A A0 P B BT
TRARDE . L n S v % 5 F % (B2 190) () L, A [
VA B2 S22 00 ) A v ) 98 ) 13 S 22 i) ) AL
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A study of the ways of expression in the twelve English versions

of The Art of War from the perspective of translational writing theory

YANG Shizhuo'?, ZHOU Xu?
(1. School of Foreign Languages, Xiamen Institute of Technology, Xiamen 361021, China;
2.College of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: The Art of War is the Chinese classic work on military strategy, which ranks the top
among the seven military books in ancient China. This paper examines twelve English translation
versions of The Art of War through the perspective of translational writing theory, explores the various
angles and methods of the expression used in these translation versions, conducts a detailed analysis of
the translations including diction, rhetorical devices and alignment with the original text, and concludes
that when translating Chinese classics, it is essential to preserve cultural characteristics and convey the
translator’s chief intent while eliminating redundant information and minimizing secondary interference.

Keywords: The Art of War; translational writing theory; English translation version; ways of

expression; Chinese classic works; translation of classic works
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