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A comparative study on the translation styles of Russian translations

of The Art of War based on a corpus

WANG Liancen, LUO Tian
(College of International Studies, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: The translation and dissemination of The Art of War in Russian-speaking countries have
been neglected in academic circles by far. In order to conduct a comparative study on the linguistic style
of different Russian translation versions of The Art of War, the author selected two classic Russian
translation versions by Nikolai losifovich Konrad and Vladimir Vyacheslavovich Ma Liangwen,
established a bilingual parallel corpus, used STTR, average word length and sentence length as
parameters and analyzed the translation styles at the vocabulary, sentence and discourse levels. The
study revealed that Konrad’s translation tended to use literal translation method, with refined language.
more complex sentence expression and a more solid translation style, focusing on the consistency of
linguistic structures with the original text and accuracy of the translation; Ma Liangwen’s translation
tended to use liberal translation and literal translation, with diverse wordings, more varied sentence
structures and a more flexible translation style, emphasizing the readability and acceptability of the
translation. The differences of the two translation styles may be related to such factors as the
translators’ identity, target readers, historical background, translation purposes, etc.

Keywords: The Art of War; Russian translation; translation style; corpus; dissemination
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