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O  TFHIEMEH: :“T didn’ t originally plan to do a translation of Sunzi Bing fa because General Griffith,a very accom-

plished and experienced Marine Corps. leader and fighter in the Pacific against the Japanese in WWII, had already done an ex-

cellent one. However, it is one of the Wujing Qishu which T intended to translate,so for consistency I did it as well. ”(2018-09-06)

@  IhfEE R “We six are all practitioners of Tibetan Buddhism, and students of the great meditation master

Chogyam Trungpa. It was he who suggested that we translate the work.which he greatly respected. And it was he who con-

tributed the slogan, ‘ Victory over war, >” (2018-09-05)

@  FRIEIEMR A . “We all first encountered Sun Tzu in the Griffith translation ... I have read some of the more recent

translations,and I find them shoddy. Not incorrect, exactly, but very imprecise,so that the considerable subtleties of the origi-

nal are lost. For example, Victor Mair is an excellent scholar, but his translation from Columbia is just rushed, sort of a

shame. ” (2018-09-05)
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@  XAEEHE A . “T am basically a translator of literature ... However, in about 1998,1 was invited out of the blue by

Caroline White, the senior editor at Viking-Penguin in New York,if I would agree to translate Sunzi Bingfa for them. 1

thought it would be an interesting challenge,and was also advised by a friend that it might earn a reasonable amount of mon-

ey in royalties (this has proved to be true-it earns more than all my other publications put together! In general it’s hard for

a translator to derive any sort of income from publications. ). As I went along.I found the book more and more unpleasant.

portraying what I see as the darker and more callous side of traditional Chinese culture. So I decided to produce a highly criti-

cal version,one that questions the basic assumptions of Sunzi Bing fa and encourages the reader to think critically. I was also

very much aware of the fact that many of the existing versions of the book have been written by people who do not take the

craft/art of translation seriously. They ignore the stylistic qualities of the Chinese,and take little trouble with the quality of

their English. ” (2018-09-02)
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rp [ s SC AR AR 3R L BB B Ol ED BE AE A it S
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“— I FEEIDEFERFENTIE
;N

1945 4F AR 2 4 3 PR KA F 15 3k Y S f
A The Art of War : Military Manual Written Cir.

B. C. 51045 5 B Jy JLBE S “JF 757 1946 4R 1%

O M EHTIEY: . “T ve read most of the old Chinese classics,including military classics,and Sun Tzu was one of them.

Sun Tzu was one of several possible Chinese translation projects I discussed with my publisher Random House Everyman’s.

Everyman’s liked the idea of a new Sun Tzu with extracts from the commentators,and asked to go ahead with it. ” (2018-08-31)

« 9 .
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AR BEMORIE S - FER e 1960 %5
R &7, EEESSFIR7h YR, 1929 HF L 7E 1&
HE A BEFRE BUE R (P TR ) —
AT R A i, RS I A5 1 i B O L H A
AW 1 52 . G XUAR L B AR At 2B T
AR RE H R TUE . SR MBI B, K
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Bty JHC Ath, Y 3 32 3 4% o5 4 T 5 B BE R 0
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1993 4, 41 24 Jaf e 1h BE 2 iy W2 W) b 1
K FEE T B AR RPN T IS OB PR AR, 2008
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“TFET. BEAEEA T UL AL R R I R R
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“Why It Has Been Translated” : Probe into the Translation Motivation
of the English Translators of The Art of War

ZHENG Jianning
(School of International Studies , Hangzhou Normal University , Hangzhou 311121 ,China)

Abstract; Renowned as “the ancestor of those who discuss military affairs through hundred genera-
tions”, The Art of War can represent Chinese military thought,and the English translation studies of
this classic has academic value and realistic significance. In this study, the author probes into the transla-
tion motivation of nineteen western translators and nine Chinese translators who are influential who have
been neglected by other researchers, and finds out that there are eight kinds of motivation: dissatisfied
with the existing translations; translators’ interest; exploring the thinking mode of the Chinese people
and the strategic thought of China and Japan;invitation from commercial publishing companies and uni-
versity press of the English countries,and from the publishing agencies of the Chinese government;new
materials from Yinque Mountain;advice of supervisors;deal with the threat of nuclear war;reveal the in-
finite meaning of the original and produce an alternate interpretation. The motivation of the translators
has been both influenced by the micro translators’ personal factors and the macro social dominant fac-
tors.

Keywords: The Art of War ;English translator ;translation motivation;strategic thought
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