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Analysis of Sun Tzu’s thought of military-civilian integration

WANG Fengxiang
(School o f Humanities , Shandong University of Aeronautics, Binzhou 256603, China)

Abstract: Sun Tzu’s military-civilian integration thought is a product of social, economic and military
transformations since the Spring and Autumn period. Its ideological connotations include the strength
consideration of “land area (degree), total resources (quantity), military strength (number), strength
comparison (balance) and war outcome (victory)”, the elemental composition of “Tao, heaven, earth,
general and law”, the key premise of “those with a unified will from top to bottom will win”, the path
method of “pulling together in times of trouble”, the support of “protecting the populace as the ultimate
principle” and the strategic goal of “ensuring national stability and military preservation”. Its practical
application is reflected in the strategy of nurturing the people of “taking good care of the people and
avoiding overwork”, the strategy of national mobilization of “unifying the will of the people”, the strategy
of national defense education of “governing the country and managing the army” and the strategy of
military-civilian cooperation of “the command system of the military should be like a Shuairan snake with
the head and tail echoing and coordinating in combat”. Sun Tzu’s military-civilian integration thought
provides important enlightenment for the efforts to deeply implement the military-civilian integration
strategy, strengthen people’s national defense education and participation, promote military-civilian
collaborative innovation and improve the military-civilian integration support system in modern times.

Keywords: the art of war; military-civilian integration; military and local coordination; pulling

together in times of trouble; national defense
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