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Adherence, reference and creation: research on The Art of War

and civilized coexistence in modern times

HOU Angyu
(War Research Institute , Academy of Military Science , Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract: Modern China has been in an era of great change and transition, with invaders arriving
one after another, the country fragmented and Western military theories coming in a throng. The study
of The Art of War in modern times has progressed through adherence, reference and creation. It is a
process of facing war in practice, eliminating the old and introducing the new in theory and rebuilding
national self-confidence spiritually. This process fully reflects the continuity, innovation, unity,
inclusiveness and peacefulness of Chinese civilization, demonstrates the strong stability, adaptability and
self-renewal ability of Chinese civilization, and also reveals the mystery behind the reason why The Art
of War has been passed down for more than two thousand years and still retains its stretching force.

Keywords: The Art of War; On War ; modern times; military theory; war wisdom
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