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On the risks and governance approaches

of privacy infringement by drones
GONG Li
(School o f Humanities and Social Sciences ,
Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Nanjing 211106, China)

Abstract: With the increasing popularity of drones, the traditional concept of privacy and rights is
being eroded. Its concealment, intelligence and the complexity of the industrial chain exacerbate the
diversity of privacy violations. Although the newly promulgated Interim Regulation on the Administration
of the Flight of Unmanned Aircraft is of much practical significance to the legalization of drone governance,
it still has some limitations. Therefore, starting from the new risks of drone infringement on privacy,
this paper analyzes the limitations of the current legal system, constructs a legal framework for the
coordinated development of privacy protection and technological innovation by introducing the theory of
“reasonable privacy expectation” and the full life cycle regulatory mechanism, and adheres to the concept
of paying equal attention to development and security, and actively preventing risks to regulate the use
of drones, so as to effectively safeguard citizens’ privacy and realize the healthy development of drone
industry while ensuring technological innovation.

Keywords: drone; right of privacy; drone supervision; low-altitude economy;reasonable privacy expectations
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