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Analysis of Yuwen Tai’s military thoughts

from the perspective of The Art of War
SONG Shumei
(School of History, Qinghai Normal University, Xining 810000, China)

Abstract:; The Art of War, known as the “military science classics”, is grounded in war practice
and creatively constructs a systematic and scientific military theoretical system. The concepts such as
“knowing the enemy and yourself”, “avoiding the solid and striking the weak” and “defeating the enemy
through strategy” have gradually been endowed with universal guiding value through long-term practical
testing. As a renowned military strategist in the Northern Dynasties of China, Yuwen Tai was
influenced by The Art of War at both the tactical and strategic levels in his military thoughts. In terms
of military tactics, Yuwen Tai adhered to the principles of “adapting to situation”, “adapting to opportunity”
and “adapting to local conditions”, accurately grasping battlefield opportunities and rationally utilizing
intelligence information. In terms of military strategy, Yuwen Tai adhered to the “way of governing” of
enriching the country and strengthening the army, the method of managing troops of “making the civil
and military commands uniform”, and the diplomatic strategy of “using military force to conquer
neighboring states”. Under his guidance, the Western Wei Dynasty’s national strength continued to
grow, laying a realistic foundation for the emergence of a balance between the Eastern and Western Wei
Dynasties. Yuwen Tai continuously enriched the military thought connotation of The Art of War in
practice, whose bidirectional interaction between military thought and practical reality led to the continuous
growth of the military forces of the Western Wei and further confirmed the universal value of The Art of War.
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