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Research on third-party liability insurance for civil drones

—Discussion on underwriting model of civil drones

CAT Shulin
(School of Law , Civil Aviation University of China, Tianjin 300300, China)

Abstract: With the rapid development of Chinese low-altitude economy, the scale of the civil drone
market continues to expand, but civil drone infringement incidents occur frequently, posing challenges
to existing laws and risk management mechanisms. Generally speaking, China’s current legislation on
third-party liability insurance for civil drones is not specific enough, and does not cover micro and light
drones, resulting in insufficient insurance coverage, complex liability defining and the ignorance of the
risks in micro and light drones themselves. In addition, the underwriting method of third-party liability
insurance for civil drones in current practice is still insufficient. In view of this, it is necessary to expand
the legislative coverage of compulsory third-party liability insurance for drones to micro and light
drones, and clarify the dominant position of the “follow-the-machine” model,while gradually optimizing the
“follow-the-person” model, and improving relevant laws and policies to build a more comprehensive and
effective drone third-party liability insurance system to protect public safety and promote the healthy
development of the drone industry.

Keywords: civil drones; third-party liability insurance; underwriting method; “follow-the-person”

model; “follow-the-machine” model

(A% 8. B 3 )

SIAMBRK KA. MR R ICANLE = ATHER S e R AHIE AN LT ). It R Wi 2s 22 B 24, 2025,42(3)
38-47.
CAI S L. Research on third-party liability insurance for civil drones: Discussion on underwriting model of civil

drones[ J]. Journal of Shandong University of Aeronautics,2025,42(3):38-47.

o 47 .





