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The application and value of strategic thoughts in

The Art of War in the climate crisis

WANG Yiying
(School of Earth and Environment » University of Leeds, Leeds LS29]T, UK)

Abstract: In the context of global climate change, the international order and power patterns among
countries are undergoing profound adjustments. This change not only involves changes of natural environment,
but also raises new challenges for national security, economic models and international cooperation.
How to take the initiative in this global crisis has become the core issue of concern for all countries.
With its emphasis on strategy, power and foresight, The Art of War, an ancient Chinese military
classic, can offer unique wisdom at the intersection of the climate crisis and geopolitics. The concepts of
“planning potential”, “subduing the enemy without fighting” and “knowing the enemy and yourself” in
The Art of War provide new perspectives for strategic choices in coping with climate change. By
analyzing the practical experience of countries in climate diplomacy, the study shows that flexible
responses, strengthening multilateral cooperation and developing customized strategies can help to
address the challenges and opportunities brought by climate change and promote the reshaping of the
global political and economic landscape. The study also shows that the strategic layout and international
cooperation in climate diplomacy will directly affect the effectiveness of global climate governance and
the position of countries in the future climate change game.

Keywords: The Art of War; climate change; climate diplomacy; international cooperation; strategy
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