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A brief study on the textual sources and compilation thoughts of Song Yuan Xue An
—A case study of Hu Yuan’s biography in Anding Xue An
DU Yiran
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; As an important document in the intellectual history of the Song and Yuan dynasties, the
compilation process and text structure of Song Yuan Xue An reflect the complexity of writing academic
history. Currently, academic research mainly focuses on the origin and evolution of different editions,
with less attention paid to the sources and levels of the content. Taking the biography of Hu Yuan recorded
in Anding Xue An as an example, the author’s biography builds a framework based on the official
histories, but the indirect historical sources weaken its authenticity. The selected works focus on the
typical views advocated by the compilers, taking into account both academic refinement and subjective
interpretation. The appendix breaks through the limitations of historical biographies, and forms a multi-
dimensional narrative by widely collecting evaluations of the figures. Regarding the accumulative compilation in
the development of the academy-case style, it is necessary to carefully distinguish the relationship between the
original materials and the subsequent interpretations in different text levels so as to restore the true face
of the intellectual history of the Song and Yuan dynasties to the greatest extent.
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