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An Analysis of Sun Tzu’s International Political Thought

JIANG Xiao-po
(School o f International Relations , Tianjin Foreign Studies University , Tianjin 300270,China)

Abstract: There is no direct description of the relationship between states in the Spring and Autumn

Period in The Art of War ,but according to Sun Tzu’s views on war and his rational military theory,Sun

Tzu’s international political thought can be inferred and summarized, that is,the richer ideological con-

tent in The Art of War can be explored from the perspective of international politics. During the Spring

and Autumn Period,Chinese states were characterized by international anarchy. Sun Tzu expanded the

correlation between war and politics,economy and other fields,and advocated that war should be treated

rationally, because war is not only a means for the state to ensure survival and expand power, but also

can bring the destructive disaster. The foundation of one state’s power is its material resources and mili-

tary strength,but the pursuit of power should be in line with the state’s own strength. A prudent na-

tional strategy should be formulated according to its own situation.

Keywords: The Art of War ;anarchy; war;rationality; power;realism
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