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A Comparative Study on the Records of “the Use of Spies”

in The Art of War and Historical Records
HE Lei
(School of History and Culture ,Shanxi University , Taiyuan 030006 ,China)

Abstract: “The use of spies” appears in many military records of the Warring States Period and Qin
and Han Dynasties in Historical Records. Through the classification of the strategy of “the use of spies”
in Historical Records with the earliest theoretical work of The Use of Spies of The Art of War,it can
be found that Sima Qian’s records center on “inward spies”,supplemented by “doomed spies”,“conver-
ted spies” and “surviving spies”,and there are also some parts that cannot be classified clearly. This re-
flects the difference between the practice of “the use of spies” in the Warring States Period,Qin and Han
Dynasties and Sun Tzu’s theory of “the use of spies”. Among them,the connotation of “converted spies”
in the records of the war in Historical Records has been expanded.,and it is actually similar to the combi-
nation of “local spies,inward spies and converted spies” described by Sun Tzu. This has led later schol-
ars to use the specific records in Historical Records as the annotation of the “converted spies” in The Art
of War when interpreting “converted spies”, but these two are actually different. The theory and re-
cords of “the use of spies” are a reflection of the rapid development of military theory and military cul-
ture from the Spring and Autumn Period to Qin and Han Dynasties.
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